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PURPOSE
To create a structure for the Government Affairs Committee of IAFN and to give guidance to IAFN Chapters on how they can function as advocates within their communities on issues that impact forensic nurses, forensic nursing practice and the forensic nursing patients. 

STRUCTURE
The IAFN Government Affairs Committee will be established in accordance with the IAFN bylaws and follow the Committee Policy. 

IAFN Chapters may select a Government Affairs Liaison who will keep the Government Affairs Committee informed of policy and legislative concerns impacting their communities. 

FUNCTIONS
The Government Affairs Committee will be responsible for the following:

1. Create informational contacts with other organizations that impact forensic nursing, forensic nursing practice or forensic nursing patients. 

2. Keep the IAFN BOD informed of and recommend action involving national or international legislation or issues that impact forensic nurses, forensic nursing practice or forensic nursing patients. 

3. Educate the IAFN members about policy issues that impact forensic nurses, forensic nursing practice or forensic nursing patients.

4. Collaborate with IAFN lobbyist.

IAFN Chapters in accordance with the chapter bylaws may participate in the following activities:

1. Take an official position on behalf of the Chapter on a local, regional, or national issue, where chapters represent forensic nursing in these geographical areas, as long as the position is consistent with the mission and goals of the IAFN.

2. May testify before government body representing the Chapter.

3. Shall notify the Board within 10 days when it takes an official state or local position.

NON-APPROVED ACTIVITIES
1. No member, chapter or other entity representing the individuals within the chapter officially as part of IAFN may support any candidate, partisan organization or political party in any manner. 

2. Chapters cannot endorse legislation or a position on behalf of IAFN without approval from the Board of Directors. 
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